AUNT ESTELLE'’S
VALENTINE |
|

By F. P. PFITZER

UNT"” ESTELLE CROSBY entered
the village store for her mail. On

the way out she paused to admire a
number of fancy and comic valentines in
the long. glass show-case.  She never had
wen anvthing of this kind before at
Lanesville, and it aroused her cunosity
fust then she remembwred how shame-
fully Susan Stryker had treated her when |
e married Dave Crosby, after Susan |
had courted him —or rather Dave had |
comrted her—and an idea entered her!
reful Nittle brain !
“Waot's the kind tew somed Vour ;'l.'.'—l
b= she asked, I

“Why,” sl Lane,
evdored, comieal, ugly ones,

“Mr. Lane,” said Estelle softly, ™ I-lv--l
piwk out the upliest, homeliest, most
comical and meanest one vou've got in
the whole bunch and T bay 1™

1<t for a man or woman? 7 asked the
storekeeper smilingly.

“For neither,” replied  Estelle;
for a possipan’ shrew”

In accondance with her wishes, Lane
selected a crude and hideous picture with |
appropriate rhvime Telow it, amd as Mrs |
Crosby wal Thinl out o the store Imrr‘w-lh
the "f"l'f‘;t'l'lr-?‘; llt‘!'" =l eves I\\ll"lk!nl’
merrily \

O the following morning Mrs, Croshy's
stssive was receiven] by Susan, and when

bat woman tore open the envelop and
1d what it comtained she was as mad
Lanesville hornet.  She grumbled
<omething, amnd said she'd get even with
the woman who sent it.  But who had
sent 112 That was the perplexing ques-
tion,  Strangely, she u- ver gave Estelle
CUreaby @ thought. “Um, 1 know”" she
alvrest shomted, 71t was that gusher,
Pinner, Jloan Pinner!  Getting even on
me for the time 1 told her <he <ang hike
an ancient church orsan with bhronchats
1 koow what TT e TH maal it back 1o
her”  And she 1Tost no time in returnings
1t to Joan Pinner, whom she thought hud
semt 1t to her,

When Mrs, DPinner received i, she
carried om with o= much all-temper as
Mrs, Strvker exhibated, and the fir
thing she said was “Drat her! This
1= some of Myra Barter’s work, as sure as
I\- got o mortgage onomy farm, buat
Yack 1t g qui ker'n it came!”

.\ vl the nglv conue valentine went
immeduitelv on its new i--m'ur\ ter Mura
Barter. When 1t reached that Linky
widon ‘s hunds, she bost oo time i put ting
2 1o ather envelop s addresaang it

*these here cheap.,

it's

to Estelle Unnlin
Aresses] dummy that sent it D'moge
tive <he did Think=< 117 revenge tor e !
trmwe 1 odontsed her son o the duck pend
for shearin® one o my sheep: bat at's
pon’ buck tew her, an® Uncle Samuel’s |
et s goan tew -]v‘i\l'f it?

Aol san the homely ph"llln- went on

2 1 R
e s e watien

en Estelle once more recetvesd

she telt sure that Su<an

! returned 12, for 12 was o !u'r.

hael semt 1t onginally. S, |

throwing it to one side, she put on her!
winter wraps amnd hurmed down 1o the
affice, where she was sure to

Strvker and let her know that

the Crosbvs stowsd for no nonsense l
Mrs. tneby hardly had lcatel the
Servker woman when in walked  Joan
Pinner and Myra Barter,. It .q-]-r.crul
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a Year for Life

Secured by Small Monthly Payments

Five shares or acres in the great commercial rubber orchard of the
Mutual Rubber Production Company will, at matanty, yield you or vour
heirs, longer than you can live, a sure and certaimn income of 1,200 a year.
No large cash=Jown payment is required to secure these shares, as they
are paid for in modest monthly installments, just as the work of develop-
ment progresses.  On our splendid domamn of 6.175 acres of land in the
semi-tropical State of Chiapas, Mexico (the finest rubber Land in all the
world, and with the finest climate), we are changing the production of
crude rubber from the primitive and destructive method hitherto emploved
by the natives, to the most stientific and successful plan known to
modern forestry, and under Anglo-Saxon supervision.

There is nothing speculative about Crude Rubber. It
can be sold every day in the year, in every market ia the
world, at a stable price that has been steadily advascing
for many years. For a quarter of a century the world's
supply has always been spokea for months before it has
reached a civilized market.

The semi-tropics were stripped years age of their virgin robber trees,
the natives having ruthlessly * tapped them to death ™ to get every onnce of
the rubboer ik from them. To-duy, the golden harvest is soaght for in the
almest inacessible jungles of the Amasen, amd Bolivia and Pera, at an
alded outlay of time and money, The ratives there still pursue their mer-
vl -sm--:‘:-«l.-.n-l no white man can hive in that fever zoue to guide and
restrain them.  Hence, the price of crude rubber is higher to-day than at
any time since Goodvear first made it a commercial possibility, It bas
doubled in a decade, and the question of the world's supply for the future
b omes of ¥ast moment.  Itis inconevivalile that the production of one of
the werl!'s greatest pecessities shall loniger remam in such ignorant hands

The Mutual Rubiber Prodoctien Company was one of the irst to enter

intothis new and immensely protitable foid ona larige scale.  The remark-
alle opportunity isnow open to you to secure shares in our great plania-
tiom, each share reproesentiug an godivided interest equivalent toan acre of
Land, Supposing you wish to buy only five such shares, and thus providea
competency for future years for yourself and your family. You pay $0 a
month for twelve months, then $i5 a month for twelve months, then §0a
month for a limited period wntil yon have paid the full price of the shares
in the present series -$:38 each; but during this period you will have
received dividends amounting to $:0 per share; hence the actual cost of
your shares is only §8 each, and from the maturity period enward, longer
than you can live, your five shares will yicld you or your beirs a yearly
income of §i.ooo.  This most conservative extimate is Lased on Goverament
reports of the United States and Great Britaon, the most reliable sources of
intormation in the world, Of course if you buy rosharcs, your income would
be §.40 vearly, or beiter st:ll, a5 shares w.il yield §oooa yoear,

Five Acres, or Shares, in our Rubber ¢ rchard planted to
1,000 Rubber Trees will at maturity yicld you a sure and
cerinin income of $100 a moa.h for more years than you
can possibly live. Your dividends average 25 per cemt.
during the period of small monthly payments.
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smoking peaceably. Aifter a short silence
he continued: “Got what 1 thought
was a letter from my city folks to-day, and
by vum! all it contained was a valentine.
Anybody else been getting valentines, 1
wonder?”

“Um!" grunted the four women in
unison, each wondering what caused the
others to issue such mufiled ejaculations.

After another quict spell, Estelle said
in an angry tone of voice: *1 got one
o' those valentines myself.”

“Sa did 1! exclaimed the other three
in the same breath,

* But mine was an ugly one, with a red

' nose, shaggly purple hair, an” dressed up

enough to make a crow get convulsions!”
and after emitting this remark " Aunt™
Estelle braced herself for a dramatic

| climax. But her countenance changed

somewhat when the others exclaimed:
CSo was mine!”

“ But it happens that I know the mean,
serawny, gos<ip¥ female that sent mine,”
went on Mrs, Croshy, shaking her head

“So do I'" shouted the other three
once more,

Things were getting interesting.

“What does this mean?” continue !

' Estelle, looking rather surprised. “I'm

pretty  sure yvou sent mine, Susan
Strvker.”

“What?" almost screamed Susan.  *1
never sent you a valentine, Aunt Estelle;
but the one [ got cum frum Joan Pinner.”

This accusation aroused Mrs, Pinner,
and pointing her long finger at Myra
Barter, she shouted:  “Youn wrong me,
Sue Stryker; but there stands the woman

that semt mine, jest as sure as  you
lean't skim milk on both sides!™

|

|i

This riled Myra Barter, and walking
over to where “Aunt ™ Estelle was stamd-
ing, she gasped: * Its you that sent
mine, Mrs. Croshy, an’ | shouldn’t be sur-
prised if you sent "em all. 1 cum down
here to give you a picce o' my mined v
that Jow trick an™—"

*But that’s what [ come down to sce
Sue Stryker about,” interrupted " dunt™
Estelle.

“An’ I come to rake Joan Pinner over
the coals for the same thing,” chimed
Susan.

*An’ I tew have an understandin® with
Myra Barter,” said Joan.

* Ladies,” interposed the * Honoralle™
Sydney just then, who had been chuckling

| to himself during the entire controversy,

“this s all like one o' them farce come-
dies. You're all wrong. There's no
doubt those valentines was sent by some

| city chap who boarded up here last sum-

' He done it for a joke, 1 s'pose.

mer, cause the hull four o' them is alike.
“That sounds reasonable,”” sand “*Aunt™
Estelle, “an’ 1 "pologize tew vou, Sue
Stryker.”
“Pardon my harshness, Joan," said
Susan Stryker, 1 was just foolin™.”
“An" I'm teamin’ with Mrs. Stryker,”

! said Myra laughingly.

]

“An’' now that our valentines were
all alike,” added Mrs. Pinner, “let’s trot
up tew my house an® have some tea, an’
if we catch that ity boarder we'll give
him victuals that are bound to give him
dyspepsia.”

And as they went home, all believed
that there were four distinet valentines,

'except " Aunt” Estelle, and she has been

busy ever since trving to ligure out how
a valentine sent by her to Susan Stryker

was returned to her by some une else,
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Solomon, not being a Royal Academician,
entitled to affix the letters R. A. to his name,
was forced to see his production “skyed,™
whereas, as a matter of course, all the paint-

 ings sent by the Academicians were hung

HASTE TAKE THE NEW YORK CENTRAL.




